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1st Reading: 1 Samuel 26:2, 7 – 9, 12 – 13, 22 – 23. 
 God alone rewards or punishes. 
Psalm: Psalm 103:1 – 2, 3 – 4, 8, 10, 12 – 13. 
 God is Kind and Merciful.   
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:45 – 49. 
 We are mud-beings, and we bear the image of the Christ.  
Gospel: Luke 6:27 – 38. 
 God’s goodness far exceeds our greatest beneficence. 
 

God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good. 
 
Here we are in the 7th week of Ordinal Time, and we are still being 
instructed in the cost of discipleship.  How does our way of living 
demonstrate our belief, our faith, our hope in the Christ, the anointed 
one of God? 
 
The reading from Samuel is an intriguing story of two of God’s anointed 
leaders of God’s people ISRAEL.  Saul the older one had grown quite 
jealous of David whom he is pursuing to end his life.  Saul had assembled 
an army of 3000 of his best soldiers to capture David and his lone 
companion Abishai, David’s cousin.  I don’t know about you, but 
whenever I have a chance to defeat someone, I consider an opponent, I 
do not stop to consider if God has a plan for them.  Here David defers to 
God’s judgment.  I often am more than happy to follow my own. Ask 
yourself how these 2 can pull off the feat they did in this setting? 
Obviously, the work of God.  It is God’s grace that makes all things 
possible.  Can you feel the love? 
 
Then the Psalmist tells us that this grace is as far and wide as east is from 
west.  There is no way we humans can even fathom the depth and length 
and breadth of God’s grace and love for us.  Can you feel the love? 



 
In his letter to the Corinthians Paul continues his theological discussion 
of the resurrection of the body.  He goes back to creation and 
distinguishes between the first and the second Adam.  The second one 
restores creation to the original plan: eternal life.  Can you feel the love? 
Our Gospel from Luke puts us smack dab back into the second part of the 
sermon on the plain.  Last week we ended with the 4 woes, warning us 
of the trouble ahead if we are the center of our being; and now we get 
to the hard stuff: Love your enemies, do good to those who hurt you, be 
generous with all your stuff. Paul is warning us that the clay part of our 
being will wear thin; and the eternal part has a warranty that is even 
more difficult to believe.  We are made for the reign of God, and this is 
the difficult lifestyle of a follower of Jesus, who modeled it all, and 
promised us the grace and mercy to put this in play in our world. Can you 
feel the love? 
 
These incredible challenges from Luke’s Gospel invite us ever deeper into 
the mystery that salvation is not an individual sport.  We do not believe 
just to save ourselves only.  That is the one thing I have really learned 
from being married.  Becky does what she does so I can do what I do and 
together with, in and through each other we grow in love.  Faith is not 
for the weak of heart, and it is a challenge of love as well as a command 
from Jesus to lift up people we so easily want to put down or diminish in 
some way.  We love our enemies because that very act transforms us 
and might just transform them as well.  There are 0 enemies, none at all, 
in the reign of God. Can you feel the love? 
 
The Sacred Eucharist too invites us to change, to transform, our measure 
of love.  Jesus offers us true food, true mercy, in and with his real 
presence.  Are we opened to let this great gift transform our measure of 
love?  Will there be enough evidence to convict us of being followers of 
Jesus? David, Paul, and Jesus understood the great treasure it was to be 
one of God’s anointed. Can you feel the love? 
   

God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good 


